Christina Johnson

  Honors English 3, SAT prep
Christinam.johnson@cms.k12.nc.us
Chjohnson.weebly.com
Room C-304

Welcome to English 3! 

This class will be a study of American Literature, writing, and the different tools of understanding the English Language. We will cover the major periods of American literature from the Puritan era to the 21st Century. The goal of this course is to help students continue to develop and improve their reading, writing, and thinking skills. I am very excited to begin this year as we discuss texts, think critically, and delve into the culture of the past and understand the power of the written word.

Here are some of my policies, expectations, and guidelines for my English class.

Text:
Literature Text 11th grade edition

Book List: 
1) The Crucible- Arthur Miller

2) The Scarlet Letter- Nathaniel Hawthorne
3) The Great Gatsby- F. Scott Fitzgerald

4) Cold Mountain- Frazier
5) A Streetcar Named Desire- Tennessee Williams
*Books can be found at Barnes and Noble. Please let me know if you have a problem with getting the required books.
Required Materials:
1) A Daily Journal- This can be a one-subject notebook or “Composition book” for students to use for journal entries and other writing exercises.

2) 3-Ring binder with TABS for the following sections: Notes, Handouts, Homework, Vocabulary Quizzes, Pencil pounch/holder.
3) Pens/Pencils- Black or blue ink pens and also have a red pen for peer editing and review. Pencils are also required for tests- so bring them on a regular basis.  
4) Highlighters- yellow, orange, and green colors are required for highlighting different passages in our texts. 
5) Post-it Notes
6) Always bring the novel that we are currently reading!!

             Johnson’s Classroom Rules and Expectations:

Academic Expectations

1. All written work will be neat, legible, in correct format, and on time to receive full credit
2. Cheating will result in a zero for the assignment and a phone call home for everyone involved. The student will not be able to make-up the work. (Cheating includes plagiarizing or copying verbatim from any source of information.)
Class Rules:

1) Be RESPECTFUL of others, the teacher, and the school property 

2) Be In your Assigned Seat at the Bell
3) Be PREPARED for class
4) Raise your hand to speak
5) Follow directions the FIRST Time given
Discipline:

I will follow some or all of the following steps if inappropriate behavior occurs during class.
1. Signal/Warning- (Name on the board)
2. Points deducted from participation grade

3. Seat Change/After class stay
4. Detention/removal from class
5. Parent Contact

6. Office Referral
Classroom Procedures:
Food/ Drinks- NONE except bottled water.
Electronics- If a cell phone is out for personal use I will confiscate it, taking it to the office immediately after class. Electronic exceptions: The use of a reading tablet (Kindle, Nook, etc) may be used. 
Clean Up- Prior to leaving the classroom everything must be found exactly as it was left. 
Restroom/ Water Fountain Use During Class- The policy of Ardrey Kell is to protect your instructional time. Therefore, leaving the classroom is not allowed unless it is an absolute emergency. You must use YOUR “Student Agenda” when leaving. To protect class time, leaving during the first or last ten minutes of class is not allowed. Students will receive 5 passes per semester. Once their passes are gone- they are not allowed to leave the classroom. If they don’t use any passes throughout the semester they can turn in their bathroom passes for extra points on a quiz of their choice. 
Class Beginning and Dismissal- I expect everyone to be in their seats and ready to learn from bell to bell. On this note, class dismissal occurs when I dismiss the class, not necessarily the bell. Do not begin to pack up in anticipation of the bell; this is distracting for the entire class.
Printing Policy- YOU will be responsible to print out your work

E-mail- I do not accept homework via email. The exception to this of course, is if you are absent and wish to receive credit for your work.
                

              Assignments & Assessments:
Daily Warm up/Journals-

Students will be required to complete journal entries and responses to outside reading/in-class reading or quotes from authors or texts that we are currently studying at the beginning of each class. Students will need to write for the duration of the allotted time, and they will need to write in complete, well-written sentences to receive credit for their work. Each entry will receive 2 points and will be totaled to equal a quiz grade. This will be a major factor in determining your class participation. 
All entries should follow the format:

Date

Activity

Prompt & Response

Class Discussion/Participation-

This class is very discussion-oriented. Students will be graded on their participation and the quality of their contribution to the class-discussions. Each student will start with a 100 for class participation- but it will go down 10 points if they are disruptive/distracting/not following directions/not staying on task.
Graduation Project:  

Over the course of the semester you will research and write a 6-8-page research paper on the topic of your choice. This is a CMS requirement. The majority of this work will be done on your own time.  More information on this assignment will be given in class.
Quizzes:

There will be literature, vocabulary, grammar, and pop quizzes throughout the semester.
Tests and Projects:

There will be a test at the end of each unit of literature. There will also be random projects throughout each unit. 
Online Textbook:

Each student will receive a username and password for access to the online textbook. There may be assignments that will require the use of this book. This can be accessed at http://my.hrw.com/
Grading and Academic Policies:

Absences/Make Up Work: 

*If you miss a class for ANY reason- it is YOUR responsibility to make up the work. 

I will have an “ABSENT” folder where students will find at the “Student Center” where there will be a file with handouts and other missed work.
Late Work:  
The policies below apply to all courses and teachers within the English Department at Ardrey Kell High School.  "Work" is categorized as assignments, homework, class work, projects, essays, and papers.  Please note that the work will be evaluated and reductions assessed after the penalties listed below.  Students are accountable for turning in late work regardless of absences that follow the original due date. 
· Work NOT turned in will result in a zero. 

· Work turned in one day late will result in a 10 point reduction. 

· Work turned in two days late will result in a 20 point letter grade reduction. 

· Work turned in three days OR later will result in a 50% reduction of grade after assessment. 

ALL late work must be submitted prior to the first quarterly exam (midterm or final).
Grading:

There will be two categories for grades: formal (assessment) grades and informal (informative) grades.  The points within each category will be broken down as follows:

Formal
               70%

· Tests     
       
100 points

· Projects/Essays
100 points

· Major Quizzes
15-30 points
(after studying pieces of literature or topics)

                      Informal
               30%

· Homework
5-10 points

· Class work
5-10 points

· Minor Quizzes 
15-30 points
(vocabulary quizzes/reading check quizzes)

Midterm Exam is worth 20% of first quarter grade

Final Exam is worth 25% of semester grade

Graduation paper is worth 20% of 2nd quarter grade
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_________________________________________________________________________________________________
In signing below, I certify that I have read and reviewed the classroom policies and expectations for English III:
_____________________________________________________

_____________________

Student Signature





Date

_____________________________________________________

Student Signature (print)

In signing below, I certify that my child will adhere to the class policies in their English III class. If I have any questions I will not hesitate to contact the instructor
_____________________________________________________

_____________________

Parent Signature





Date

Parents, To create an atmosphere of open communication if you would like to leave any contact information I will happily keep you updated with your students’ success.
_____________________________________________________

Email

_____________________________________________________

Phone Number

