Dead Poets Society Active Viewing Guide

Dead Poets Society, directed by Peter Weir, was released in 1989. The action of the film takes place in the late 1950s, at a boarding school called Welton Academy that was founded in 1859, during the era of Emerson, Whitman, and the buildup to the American Civil War. 

1.  Write a brief description of each character; discuss character type and possible significance of name.

Example:  Cameron spies on the others and becomes the fink of the group. He is a flat character whose name suggests camera.
· Mr. Keating
· Neal Perry
· Neal’s parents
· Mr. McAlister
· Todd Anderson
· Charlie Dalton
· Mr. Noland
· Knox Overstreet
· Meeks
· Pitts
· Chris
2.  Look for and discuss the following symbols found in the movie.  Add any others that you noticed in the film.

·  Four Pillars of Welton Academy
· one candle burning at the beginning of the movie
· the passing of the candle’s flame from one student to another

· crown of thorns
· snow
· open window
· vomit in the snow
Post Viewing: Use the knowledge from our class units to answer the below questions.

1. Explain how the students conform and don’t conform to the standards at the school. 

2. Which characters would you consider romantics? 

3. Which characters would you consider realists? 

Anticipation Guide

Prior to our viewing of Dead Poet’s Society, review some of the key concepts and questions that will arise in the film. Once we have finished the movie see if your opinion has changed.

	Before Viewing
	
	After Viewing

	Y/ N


	1.) When we consider things from a different viewpoint, we can sometimes see that we were wrong.


	Y/ N



	Y/ N


	2.) Parental or authority guidance is important with the influence of a teenage person’s development.


	Y/ N



	Y/ N


	3.) Parents have the right to be as involved as overly involved in their child’s life.


	Y/ N



	Y/ N


	4.) “Effective” teachers care about their students.


	Y/ N



	Y/ N


	5.) The study of literature and history is important in the development of an adolescent.


	Y/ N



	Y/ N


	6.) “Excellence” for a student is measured by what university the student gets into.


	Y/ N



	Y/ N


	7.) It is courageous to create your own path in life (to be a non-conformist.)


	Y/ N



	Y/ N


	8.) It is hard to go against what your friends think.


	Y/ N



	Y/ N


	9.) Traditions are a necessary and important part of growing up.


	Y/ N



	Y/ N


	10.) Traditions do not allow for individuals to find their “own voice” in the world.


	Y/ N



	Y/ N


	11.) Having knowledge and literature can be relevant for your life, beyond what school requires.


	Y/ N




