The Great Gatsby

Chapters 4-6

Define each vocabulary word and write a sentence using it correctly.  You MAY cut and paste directly from Dictionary.com for the definition, but you MUST write your own sentence.

Answer the study guide questions in complete sentences, drawing directly from the text (and citing correctly) when you can.  Do NOT use personal pronouns with the exception of 3rd person.
Chapter 4

Vocabulary: 

· punctilious

· disconcerting

· retribution

· somnambulatory

· denizen

Questions:

1. During a car trip, Gatsby tells his life story to Nick.  Why doesn’t Nick believe him? What proof does Gatsby offer?

2. What other travelers are seen just after Nick and Gatsby cross the Queensboro Bridge?  Why are they important?

3. Note Wolfsheim’s comment about Gatsby, “He would never so much as look at a friend’s wife.”  Why is this ironic?

4. Gatsby’s unexpected departure from the restaurant upon meeting Tom is a transition for what 

Jordan is about to tell Nick in the next section of the chapter.  What startling news does Nick discover about Daisy and Gatsby?

Chapter 5

Vocabulary:

· harrowed

· defunct
· demoniac

· vestige

· postern

Questions:

1. What does Gatsby propose that offends Nick?

2. Describe Daisy and Gatsby’s meeting.

3. Discuss the three emotional states Gatsby moves through upon meeting Daisy again.

4. This chapter is often seen as the beginning of Gatsby’s downfall.  How might this be true?

Chapter 6

Vocabulary:

· laudable

· meretricious

· ineffable

· euphemisms

· dilatory

Questions:

1. This chapter completes the narrative of Gatsby’s life.  Why is Fitzgerald’s use of flashback more effective than chronological order? 

2. Discuss Gatsby’s five years as Cody’s associate.  Include his creation of a new persona.

3. Nick notes the illusion of one’s world breaks down when outsiders enter it.  Explain.

4. The illusion is falling apart.  Gatsby knows Daisy did not have a good time.  What advice does Nick offer?  How does Gatsby react?
