The Great Gatsby

Chapters 1-3
Define each vocabulary word and write a sentence using it correctly.  You MAY cut and paste directly from Dictionary.com for the definition, but you MUST write your own sentence.

Answer the study guide questions in complete sentences, drawing directly from the text (and citing correctly) when you can.  Do NOT use personal pronouns with the exception of 3rd person.
Chapter 1

Vocabulary: privy, abortive, elations, supercilious, reproach, languidly, extemporizing

Questions:

1. Explain what “West Egg” and “East Egg” are.

2. Who are the Tom Buchanan’s and where do they live?

3. Describe Daisy Buchanan. From the description, what actress, singer, or other well-known figure do you think might be like Daisy?

4. Describe Jordan Baker.  Why is she at the Buchanan’s?

5. How is Jordan shown as “immoral” and Daisy shown as innocent?

Chapter 2

Vocabulary: grotesque, transcendent, pastoral, ectoplasm, proprietary, hauteur, strident

Questions:

1. Describe the valley of ashes.  What does it symbolize?

2. Does Tom try to keep his affair with Myrtle a secret?
3. Nick goes with Tom to visit Myrtle.  Describe her and her husband, and what happens during the course of the evening?

4. Explain the significance of the puppy episode.

5. What shows Myrtle’s lack of sophistication?

Chapter 3

Vocabulary: innuendo, prodigality, contemptuous, homogeneity, spectroscopic, corpulent, provincial

Questions:

1. Gatsby’s parties are juxtaposed to Tom’s by Fitzgerald. How do they compare?
2. What are some rumors about Gatsby heard at this party?

3. What is Nick’s comment about the gossip?  What did he mean?

4. Who is “owl eyes” and what surprises him?  Explain what he meant by Gatsby not cutting the pages?

5. What does Nick discover about Jordan later that summer?
